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ARCHAOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CEYLON. 


NORTH-CENTRAL AND SABARAGAMUWA PROVINCES. 


ANNUAL REPORT: 1893.* 


PREAMBLE. 


I RETURNED to Anuraddhapura on January 30, convalescent.f From the beginning of the year 
work had been carried on by Mr. D. M. de Z. Wickramasinghe, my Native Assistant, under the 
direction of the Office Assistant to the Government Agent in the latter’s absence. 

Mr. Wickramasinghe left the Department at the end of February. His duties have been 
divided since between Mr. G. Hawkins, as Field Assistant, and B. Gunasékara, Mudaliyar, Chief 
Translator to Government, whose services as Epigraphist have been fortunately secured. This 
division of duties is likely to much benefit the Archzxological Survey. 

The year was marked by steady progress. 


2.,—EXPLORATION. 
The Sinhalese gang.cleared and burnt jungle at— 


(i.) Abhayagiriya, Section ITI. : heavy chena hiding all the ruins east of the Dagaba. 
(ii.) Abhayagiriya, Section IV.: similar jungle. 
(iii.) Toluwila: virgin undergrowth covering ruined sites of an extensive Monastery. 
(iv.) Jétawanaradma : clearing for excavation the Monastery in area H adjoining “ Kuttam 
Pokuna” on the north. 


3.—EXCAVATION. 
" The Tamil force completed the excavation of — 


(i.) All ruins lying east between the Abhayagiri Daégaba and the low land on the left bank 
of the Malwatu-oya—upwards of forty buildings (Section ITII.). 

(ii.) The ruins, thirty or more buildings, situated south-east and south of the Dagaba and 
to,the south of the Puttalam-Trincomalee high road (Section IV.)—rounding up the 
whole range of monasteries (Sections I.-IV.) surrounding Abhayagiri Dagaba. 

(iii.) The shaft sunk into “ Kiribat Vehera,” and the quadrangular walls of the Dagaba 
maluwa and outer pet-maga. 

(iv.) The group of Tamil ruins north of Jétawandrama Dagaba. 

(v.) The so-called “ Bhdéjana-sdldva” ruin at Mihintalé. 


Abhayagiriya Ruins, 
Section ITT. 


During the first six months of the year the stretch of buried buildings lying east of the 
Abhayagiri Dagaba (Section III.) were thoroughly excavated. 

It is now made clear that the monasteries on this side lay in a continuous belt north and 
south. These monasteries are confined between two well-marked boundary walls ; that to their west 
marking the eastern border of a broad road or street, which, coming from the north, ran southwards, 
in line with the quadrangle of the Dagaba, across the present main road some distance into Section IV.; 
the other (parallel with it) the limitary wall of the Abhayagiriya ruins, eastward. 

The western wall of this range of ruins is pierced by three or four porticos and minor doorways 
admitting to separate monasteries adjoining one another, each composed of a coterie of buildings, 
Two deep transverse hollows show the track of ancient cross roads, east and west, leading from the 
Dagaba to the river bank. 

There is nothing to differentiate the buildings taken altogether (with one notable exception) 
from the majority of those exhumed in Section II. 

The ruins in Section III. naturally split up into six groups fairly well defined, separated 
only by their respective boundary walls. 

Following the order of Sections I. and II., these groups have been lettered G, H, I, J, K from 
north to south, and are so dealt with. 


Monastery G. 


Group G contains seven buildings, including a vihdré (No. 1) and two piriven off its front 
angles. The viharé is marked by “ vase-type ” terminals to its stairs. 


* Embraces Eleventh and Twelfth Archxological Survey Reports, 1893. 
J See Annual Report, 1892, p.1. Mr. Bell had been away since 20th August, 1892, owing to serious illness. 
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Monastery H. 


Including the mura-gé (entrance porch) six buildings have been excavated here. The viharé 
(No. 9) has two annexes similar in position to those of Group G. Its steps, balustrades, and guard- 
stones were of limestone. 
Monastery I. 


Separating monasteries H and I is a wide depression, very evidently the ancient cross street 
which led from the east mandapaya of Abhayagiri Dagaba eastwards to the river. Monastery I 
forms a distinct monastery of ten buildings, including porches. These are manifestly of a better class 
than those of monasteries G and H as a whole. 

Directly east of the mura-gé is a small portico entrance through an inner quadrangular wall 
which surrounded a quincunx of buildings-—central viharé and four piriven. 

The viharé (No. 17) is one of the largest in the whole range (43 ft. by 31 ft.), and was 
supported on twenty-four pillars. The moonstone is ornamented with a small expanded lotus 
flower, the stamens shown by tiny circles, and on the riser of each step is a trio of squatting dwarfs 
between flowery pilasters, Balustrades and guard-stones have disappeared. 


Monastery J.. 


Group J seems to consist of only four buildings, though the open space behind can hardly 
have failed to be occupied once by some such outbuildings asare found in groups G, H. 

The arrangement of the viharé (No. 26) and its two piriven is exactly similar to that of 
Monasteries G and H. 

The viharé isa rectangular building, 32 ft. by 25 ft. deep, with twelve pillars. The steps, makara 
balustrades, dwarf-bearing steps, dwarapdala terminals, and moonstone at foot are all in excellent 
preservation. 

Monastery K. 


The modern high road passes through this monastery. 

It belongs to the best class. The mura-gé is more than a mere entrance porch. Its dimensions 
(53 ft. by 49 in.) and the trace of inner walls show that the building was roomed and had wings behind. 
The monastery was regularly laid out in the orthodox five-group plan ; but added a sixth building of 
some importance on twenty-four pillars. 

The viharé (No. 36) measures 66 ft.9 in. by 49 ft. 3 in., and stood on a basement four feet above 
the ground with a wide gangway round. Of its thirty-two finely squared columns, twelve were free- 
standing. The floor was laid in hard lime concrete. Robbed of all its steps, its balustrades and moon- 
stone, it still retains the massy landing flag and beautifully carved terminals to testify to its former 
grandeur. These guard-stones bear on their face, cut in messo relievo, nine-hooded Nagas, gracefully 
posed, supporting on their palms lotus-filled vases and grasping with the other hand lotus stalks. 
Below each figure isa gana (dwarf) in comical posture. 


“ Alms Hall.” 


Between Monasteries J and K is a group of four or five ruins differing from the rest. The 
largest building (No. 29) covers a rectangular area 110 ft. north and south by 96 ft. It hugs the west 
boundary wall, and has three entrances into it direct from the street. ; 

In plan it conforms to the Sinhalese “hatara-endapu-gé,” or roofed quadrangular structure with 
. the central space open to the sky. This centre midula, or hypethral court, measures 57 ft. by 40 ft. 
and is payed throughout. 

Stone pillars at intervals lent support on the exterior fall of the roof with matching pillars on 
the inner slope towards the paved court, besides two additional rows down the centre of each side to 
take the cross beams, king-posts, and roof of tiles. One hundred and forty-four columns may have 
held the four-square roofs. 

The enclosed courtyard was shut off from the roofed aisles by wooden banisters, at least 240 
in number. 

Within the east aisle stand two of those strange “stone boats,” the full object of which still 
remains in some doubt.* The largest gal-oruwa measures 36 ft. in length, and was formed of two 
straight slabs at the ends, and three to form the bottom. It has suffered considerably from fire 
when the jungle was originally burnt. The other “boat” is a monolith (9 ft. by 3 ft.) with the 
bottom inside roughed by a series of cross lines—perhaps a stone bath. 

Everything points to this building having been an ‘Alms Hall” (Dan sdlaya), the pious gift 
of some king.f 

To the north-east corner of the building is attached a small oblong building, or room, with signs 
of an entrance from the north. 

Bath-house. 


Impinging on the south wall stood another building (No. 30) probably opening into the larger 
structure. 

This building, 42 ft. 6 in. by 32 ft., was without a doubt a jantdghara or bath-house, recalling 
the baths already discovered at “ Vijaydrama” and Pankuliya. The bath itself (5 ft. by 8 ft. 9 in,) is 
formed of two courses of dressed stone sunk below the floor level, with paved bottom. 


Section IV. 


The last half of the year was chiefly devoted towards completing excavations in the final area of 
ruins encircling the Abhayagiriya Dagaba. This area (Section IV.) lies south of Sections I. and III,, 
and of the Puttalam-Trincomalee road. 

The long walls, which delimited the western boundary of the series of Monasteries G to K in 
Section III., both terminated on the south in a cross street running east and west. 


* Some served as “ boiled-rice troughs” (bat orw). Aggrabodhi IT. (598-606 a.p.) “improved the Mah&p4li Alms Hall 
after making a receptacle, shaped like a boat, to hold boiled rice” (Mahdwansa, XLII, 67). 
+ Regarding these meritorious benefactions of successive sovereigns at Anurédhapura see the Mahdwansa chronicle, 
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Monastery L. 


Monastery L (between this street and Monastery K to the north) must have contained nearly 
a score of buildings. Directly behind the porch into the premises stands the chief Viharé (No. 2)* 
surrounded as usual by the remains of four off-lying piriven. This shrine merits special notice. 

In the plan of its finished stairs, portico, basement, and columns it closely resembles the 
so-called “ pavilions” west of Ruwanveli Dagaba. It differed in one salient feature—the absence of 


‘the eight central free-standing columns of the twenty-four found elsewhere in this type of viharé.} 


The portico was, as in all these larger viharés, constructed of stone: the basement of the 
building itself of brick coated with thick plaster. The moulding is of the “ Anuradhapuratype”— 
rectangular socle, ogee plinth, torus, narrow fillet, plain block or dado, capped by a coping in cyma 
reversa and rectangular lines. The Ndga guardian-stones and the makara-adorned balustrades are 
of the most elaborate class : the outer face of the latter has figures of single lions carved in low relief. 

The general idea of the pillars is a squared shaft terminating in spreading capital, with a frieze 
of ganas, or dwarfs, in various attitudes ; under the frieze and round the neck of the shaft are bands 
of ornament with loops and tassels below—the tout ensemble forming an exceedingly effective design. 
Only the four corner pillars are monoliths. All the capitals not still in place have been exhumed. 

The largest building of Monastery L, to the south-west, measures 57 ft. by 45 ft. There is some 
irregularity in the columniation of the pillar stumps, which makes it difficult to fix their total number. 


‘But around the walls, and no doubt built into them, were forty pillars. Grouping is varied. Certain 


it is that a wide covered verandah (perhaps half walled) ran round a walled inner room, The plan 
of the building and its situation would well suit a Dharma sdlava, or preaching hall. 

The lower portion of an irregular eight-sided pillar-slab bearing a vertically cut inscription of 
the third or fourth century A.D. was dug out in one of the buildings of this monastery. 


Still further south, across an ancient street (which evidently ran west till it reached the porch 
of Monastery B)/are two more monasteries (N, 0) side by side with north frontage. 
Monastery N. 
Monastery N consisted of the familiar bunch of five inter-balanced buildings (Nos. 20-24)—to 
which a porch on the street gave access—beside a few extra outhouses. 
Monastery O. 


To the west of Monastery N, cut off by a substantial wall, is a cluster of five buildings, with 
others not far off, which formed another Monastery O. 

One building (No. 28) has some characteristics which differentiate it from the majority in these 
monasteries. It has thirty pillars in all—an unusual number ; and there are unexplained flag-stones 


laid at the floor level crossways between the inner lines of pillars, 


One other ruin must have had pretensions to importance. The building (No. 36) is large, had 
thirty-two pillars, stands on a high moulded basement of brick, and was storeyed, judging by the 
size of the pillar-bases, which are like those of the largest Pirivena (Monastery A). It may have been 
an additional special residence for monks. 


Monastery M. 


The raised ground adjoining the Puttalam-Anurddhapura road near Monastery A (Section 1.) 
had attracted notice even in 1890 when under dense low jungle. After cutting and burning the brush 
the mound was seen to run back with a width of some 30 yards to about double that distance south 
from the high road, and to contain four clusters of stumps. 

Trenching revealed a substantial brick wall surrounding the raised area (for convenience 
provisionally called Monastery M) in which three shrinesanda porch stand. This limitary wall shut it 
off on the east from the ancient street, which ran north from Monastery N, skirting the continuous 
series of Monasteries Lto G, and on the south from the cross street which passed close under it from 
west to east. 

Pilima-gé. 

The largest shrine (No. 40) is square in plan (51 ft. 8in.) with a wide bayin front, and centrally 
placed steps facing north. - The bay vestibule and the main building had eighty-two pillars in all. 

Remains of a series of brick elephants (head and forelegs) alternating with pilasters was gradu- 
ally exposed on the dado of the basement revetment. 

The purpose of the building is amply proved by its ground plan, the large granite yantra-gala, 
and fragments of a limestone pedestal unearthed inside at the back. 

The shrine was a Pilimd-gé, only less important than the massively walled image-house (so 
called “ Gedi-gé”) of Polonnaruwa type in Section II. 

North-east and north-west of this “image-house’’ are subordinate shrines (Nos. 41,42), both 
exhibiting remains of carved work in stone; one, a moulded basement ornamented with a dado of dentils 
and squatting lions; the other, an altar and square columns with spreading dwarf-band capitals. 


Abhayagiri Dagaba, 

The excavation of the entire area of ruins (Sections I., II., II1., IV.) encircling the Abhayagiri 
Dagaba having been completed, attention was turned to the great Dagaba itself. 

The only digging done here of recent years was the excavation of the stone-built altar or 
“ gsereen ” on the east side of the Dagaba by Mr. 8. M. Burrows about 1885. This was no light job :-— 

The Abhayagiri Dégaba had originally a chapel, or external shrine, at each of the four cardinal points ........... 
The eastern chapel was completely covered by a vast mound of débris, extending to the edge of the inner platform 
of the Dagaba, decreasing in height from 16 ft. to 1 foot. The excavation of this chapel has well repaid the trouble 
it cost ; for there are few more laborious and costly operations than cutting through large masses of fallen brick. The 
chapel is by far'the most perfect of the four, and gives a very good idea of these and similar shrines. 

To clear all four altars fully, work was begun on the huge mounds of brick débris still 
half hiding that on the east. The cramped space in front was widened to 50 ft., rendering approach 


* See Annual Report, 1890, p. 5. 
+ Unless these have wholly “disappeared,” shafts and capitals, 
{ Sessional Paper X., 1886, p. 2. 
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to the altar easy, and showing its full outlines clearly from the Outer Circular road, which touches 
the eastern mandapaya, or entrance porch, to the maluwa. 

It-is proposed to cut southwards through the heavy débris mound, running the trench round 
the plinth of the lowest of the three péséddawal, or ambulatories, to the south altar, and, if desirable, 
subsequently on to the west altar. 2 

“ Kiribat Vehera,” 

Operations at this Dagaba were suspended early in November of last year, owing to the rains. 
ae pitt (14 ft. in diameter at mouth) tapering down the centre of the mound was then 23 ft. in 

epth. 

Work in the pit was resumed on February 6, under the immediate charge of the Archeological 
Commissioner and his Native Assistant (Mr. D. M. de Z. Wickramasinghe), and was not again 
intermittied until the lowest course of bricks was reached. After digging three or four feet lower into 
the natural soil further work in the shaft was stopped at a depth of 36 ft. 6 in. 

Ata depth of 25 ft. were found some crystalline stones (of no intrinsic value, but interesting as 
geological specimens), with a few nicely cut beads, laid between a layer of baked and unbaked bricks 
at the centre of the pit.* A few coins were unearthed at various depths. 

A square of laid bricks, hemmed in all round by stone rubble, large and small, was struck at 
29ft.6 in. There proved to be but two courses of bricks (each 1 ft. 6 in. by 9in. by 24 in.) placed so as 
to leave a central hole 2 in. in diameter. More crystals, disintegrated coral, and some small shells 
were found between the layers of bricks as well as in the aperture. 

On the completion of the shaft it was again completely filled in. 

The coolies were then set to find the walls of the Dagaba maluwa. The four angles of 
the foundations of the inner quadrangle were discovered a few feet below the surface, and in places 
the line of wall was followed for some distance. This wall was 3 ft. in thickness with stepped 
foundation. 

The raised platform of the inner quadrangle was virtually a square of 68 yards. The east and 
west sides of this malwwa are of equal length (204 ft.) ; the north and south about 2 ft. longer. It 
was paved with burnt bricks of large size. 

The distance of the base of the Dagaba from the wall at the eastern entrance (the only one yet 
excavated) is 25 ft. 6 in. 

The circumference of the Dagaba, as deduced from angles taken on the quadrant trenched, 
works out to 425 ft. 3in. “ Kiribat Vehera” is therefore smaller than Mirisavetiya Dagaba.t 

After the walls of the outer quadrangle of the Dagaba had been traced as far as practicable, 
the only work which appeared desirable to have done was to ascertain the form of entrance on the 
west and north faces of the inner quadrangle ; also whether any altar existed at the north and west, 
despite their proved absence on the south and east. 

The unearthing of a broad flight of stone steps on the north side, and a portion of similar stairs. 
west, was of importance ; inasmuch as no steps or entrance had come to light when running the 
trench inonthesouth. Beyond a brick-built entrance too ruined to define accurately, there had been 
an equal disappointment on the east. . 

The trench, after laying bare the north steps, was pushed on till it reached the Dagaba base, but 
without revealing any off-set “screen” or simpler form of mal-dsanaya (altar), in stone or brick. It 
seemed, therefore, undesirable to waste time in trying on the fourth, or west side, for that which 
certainly does not exist on the other three. 

Pilima-gé. 

The only building connected with “ Kiribat Vehera,” so far discovered, isa “ Pilima-gé,” lying 
200 ft. off the north-east corner of its inner quadrangle. This has been excavated. 

The shrine containing the fallen stone image was 20 ft. square, and hada vestibule on the west. 
The walls were thick on account of the height they had to attain ; and the roof was further supported 
by four exceedingly rough monolith pillars 14 ft. in height. 

At the back of the sanctum was placed a statue of Buddha. When erect it stood quite 
12 ft. above the floor. Now but 9 ft. of feetless trunk remains, cracked and disintegrated ; but the 
head and face are unbroken. The massive figure must have been deliberately overthrown headlong 
from its pedestal by treasure seekers. 

Excavations at “ Kiribat Vehera” were finally abandoned in October, 1903. 


Tamil Ruins, 

The excavation of every building of any importance in this widespread, but evidently har- 
monious, group of ruins was completed during the year. 

These ruins stretch with varied intervals from the path to“ Vijayardma ” on the west as far east 
as the miscalled “ Walawwa,” and north and south between base lines K and M, 

Besides the capacious pseudo “Walawwa’’§ (i.) needing little modification in description by 
its excavation, the other Tamil ruins consist of four or five Dévalés and residences for the officiating 
priests, with here and there lesser buildings ; 

(ii.) An enclosure containing a central, and another ruin, south of (i.), on the bank of a pool 
(Ramba pokuna) ; 

{iii.) The so-called “iBhadra Kali Kovil” on base line L has its appurtenant residence close by 
east ; 

(iv.) A second shrine (Dév4lé), between lines L and M, two hundred yards north of the 
Kovil (iii.), where a fine lingam was unearthed, lies 20 yards from the priest’s house; 

(v.) Much the same distance separates a third but smaller Deévalé, containing a small 
lingam from its secular buildings, which adjoin the ancient North road immediately west of the 
mistermed “ Walawwa” (i.) ; 

(vi.) A fourth Dévale or Kévil (no lingam discovered) lies on line M, and is apparently without 
an attached shelter for the priest, though three or four buildings lie south-west not far off. 


* These stones and beads have been sent to the Colombo Museum. 
Buddhist, Pallavar, and Kurumbar types. 
Mirisavetiya Dagaba: approximate circumference 526 ft. 
§ See Sixth Report (Sessional Paper XITI., 1896, p. 1). 
| A fine image of the goddess (Kali) was brought into Anurédhapura from this ruin by the Government Agent (Mr. 
R. W. levers) prior to 1890. 
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_,| All the shrinesare of one design—a vestibule (antardla), a middle room (ardha mandapaya), 
and the garbha griha, or sanctum, at the back, where the concrete object of worship was enshrined. 
They are all built on brick basements with engaged stone pillars as additional supports to the wall. 
The stone doorframes are all more or less cramped—a characteristic feature of these Hindu shrines. 

The priests’ residences, on the contrary, stand on high basements, stone-faced in two courses, 
with a single flight of stone steps on their front flanked by splayed balustrades and plain terminals, 
They are in every case larger than the shrines, and were divided into rooms. 

From the mounds of tile fragments and potsherds met with all over the area it would appear 
that the Tamil community relegated to this quarter was of the Potter caste, such as may be seen at 
their work in Anuradhapura at this day. 


Jetawanarama Ruins, 


The very extensive ruins connected with the Jétawandrama and Lankardma Dagabas, owing to 
their comparative distance from the town have been tampered with but little. This area may there- 
fore best await the completion of other nearer and less isolated areas. ' 

To get an insight, however, into the general character of these ruins, upon the completion of 
excavations at the Tamil ruins the Pankuliya gang was moved nearer the Town and put to work on 
the monastery in area H.* 


Monastery near “ Kuttam Pokuna.” 


This Monastery lies a couple of hundred yards north of the Outer Circular road, near the 
“‘Kuttam Pokuna,” and between the path to Pankuliya and theancient road which ran north from the 
Séla Chaitiya Dagaba to the Malwatu-oya. 

The area, enclosed by irregular-sided boundary walls, covers several acres, and includes 
two pokunu ; but the ruins standing within and mostly near its middle can be counted on the fingers. 

- here is the ubiquitous “ five-cluster” group of buildings, hemmed in by regular rows of 
pillar stumps forming a quadrangular range of rooms round. 

Behind and at a lower level is a large ruin, which from the shape of its side slopes—a rough 
cross—and the signs of a moulded stone basement, promises to prove a building differing in plan 
from the ordinary type. 

Work is proceeding steadily at this Monastery. 


Toluwila.t 


Late in the year excavations were commenced at the isolated group of ruins below Nuwaravewa, 
near the small hamlet of Toluwila. 

Starting at the Southern Porch of the raised Northern Quadrangle, at the end of the kerb- 
lined street, a trench was carried right and left, quite round the enclosure. 

The design of the ramp is bold and handsome. Above a finely moulded stone pediment in 
perfect order (3 ft. 6 in. high) the outer wall rose in brickwork, embellished atthe bottom by a broad 
dado (4 ft. 6 in.) of fronting elephants (heads and forefeet only) between plain pilasters standing out 
from its face in relief. 


Citadel, 


In 1887 Mr. R. W. Ievers, Government Agent, wrote :— 


I caused search to be made for the Royal Palace, the ruins of which have never been identified. The jungle 
north of the Outer Circular road has not been carefully examined......... There are about two square miles of dense 
jungle to be searched, but there can be no doubt (according to the records) that the Palace will be found somewhere 
about two miles north of the ‘‘ Maha Viharé,” that great monastery of which the present Jétawanardma ruins are the 
remalns. 

cwaniiy in 1890, at Mr. Ievers’ suggestion, the Archeological Survey took up the quest to 
the north of Jétawanarama :— 

The Vel Vidéné and his men spent a week exploring the forest and jungle around their village (Karambéwa) 
and Galkadawala, but without success.§ 

‘Nor was subsequent and extended search as far north as the Malwatu-oya more fortunate. 

This total failure northward left it certain that the site of the Royal Enclosure or Citadel must 
lie within the known areas from Jétawandrama on the north to Vessagiriya, one and a half mile 
south of the “ Uda-maluwa” or Sacred Bo Tree precincts, 

Everything now points to its definite location within areas A B, lying between “the Y Road” and 
the Outer Circular Road on the east—or broadly between the Jétawanarama ruins and the Abhayagiriya 
and Thupdrama groups. A high brick bemma, easily discernible on the south and south-west, has 
been followed more or less clearly, and surveyed throughout a circuit of some three miles. This was 
doubtless the “ Royal Enclosure.” Of the Palace itself—unless it be the massive brick structure,| 
once storied, still standing—no traces remain above ground : Tamil invaders have left nota stone . 
standing. The area embraces one or two noteworthy ruins, including the above brick building and 
many sites of quadrangular buildings with central midula. 


Mihintale, 


No systematic excavations have been attempted as yet at this exceptionally interesting site so 
closely associated with the Buddhistic history of Anurddhapura. 

In 1886 Mr. R. W. Ievers had the basement ofa ruined building trenched.{ This is near the 
foot of the rock stairs to the Kt Viharé Dagaba, and close to where the temporary jail then stood for 
the gang of prisoners engaged on the restoration of the Maha Séya (Dagaba). 


* Archeological Survey Third Report (Sessional Paper XXXYV., 1891, p. 5). 

+ Archeological Survey First Report (Sessional Paper XLIV., 1890, pp. 4, 5). 

{ Administration Report, North-Central Province, p. 200 A. 

§ Archeological Survey First Report (Sessional Paper XLIV., 1890, p. 4). 

|| Loc, cit. p.2 (gy). . 

q An interesting “ find” of Western coins was made just outside—odoli of the later Roman Empire. 
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The ruined Mandapaya* at the head of the first three or four flights of steps forming the broad 
Stairway up the hill had for years past become the undesirable central “ halting place,” where the 
several paths up and down the hill converged. 

A small gang was despatched to excavate this building and to re-open the path which existed 
in former times round its stone-faced basement. 

A collateral gain was the discovery of the missing slab completing the inscribed stone parapett 
and of a pillar inscription of the 10th century. 


4.—CIRCUIT WORK. 


Circuit work was continued in the North-Central Province. 

Between April 9 and May 3 a tour was made through the Mahapotdna, Uddiyankulam, 
Ulagalla, and Matombuwa Koralés. sa 

During August and September I carried out a lengthened circuit, which embraced portions of 
the Ulagalla, Maminiya, Matombuwa, Kiralawa, and Unduruwa Koralés. 

Nearly a month was spent in exploring the summit, slopes, and foot of the little known Riti- 
galakanda range, west, east, and south, with much success. 

A hurried visit paid to Polonnaruwa in Tamankaduwa enabled a fair idea to be formed of the 
immense amount of archzological work to be done at that later capital of the Sinhalese Kings, when 
operations at Anuradhapura are further advanced. 


Mihintale.t—Fresh and fuller exploration of the ruins and caves, mostly still buried in jungle, 
scattered below and on the slopes and summits of the several adjacent hills—Mihintalée, Ht-vehera, 
Anaikutti, Rajagirilena, together broadly known as “ Mihintalé kanda.” 

Nothing short of a regular survey of the entire hill range will permit of a reliable grasp being 
got of “the ruins of Mihintale” asawhole. Piecemeal clearing will not suffice: whole areas must 
be swept completely of undergrowth before connected work can be attempted with confidence. As 
to inscriptions, besides the rock and slab records, the several hills are in places honeycombed with 
caves, nearly all bearing one or more lines of writing, 


Bambarahela,§—Copied three additional cave inscriptions discovered and reported since my 
last visit. These occur below the kataré, or “ drip-line,” of caves beneath boulders at the foot of the 
western scarp. 


Puwarasankulama,—Two miles from Mihintalé. A long inscription of the 3rd and 4th 
century A.D., covering some thirty lines, 


Komarikawala,|—Had the pilima-gé which enshrines the great sedent Buddha dug out. In 
1891 only the figure (then buried to the waist) and a square mal-poruwa (flower altar) in front of it 
had been exhumed. The hope of possibly findinganew design of moonstone and an inscription on the 
steps fixing the age of the image was not realized. 


Kokebe.—Climbed the cone-shaped hill, known optionally as Kokebé-kanda (Sinhalese) or 
Sangili-matai (Tamil), from Kokebé, the village on its south. With the exception of Ritigala-kanda, 
this isolated ‘ sugar-loaf” hill is perhaps the most prominent landmark in Nuwarakalaviya. The 
ascent is exceedingly steep, almost ina bee-line for one and a half mile, and under dense forest, except 
where bands of nelu (Strobilanthes) intervene. The summit appears flattened somewhat and is 
heavily wooded. Save twosmall ruined Dagabas no other ruins are known on the hill. 

‘Bordering the path from Konvewa to Kokebé are several of the curious “ four-stone” graves 
which occur at Gurugal-hinna on the Anuradhapura-Trincomalee road.f 


Llukvewa,—On the way to Dutuvewa in Uddiyankulam Kéralé, examined a worn fragment 
of an inscribed pillar at Ilukvewa. Also copied an inscription on a rocky patch known as“ Véragala,”’ 
one mile and a half away.** It dedicates a tank and certain fields to the priesthood. The record is 
fast scaling off, and in a few years will be quite lost. 


Olugollewa.—A. village of Chaliyds in the Mahapotana Koralé. There is an old Dagaba here, 
an inscribed pillar, and a small modern viharé. The inscription is dated the ninth year of King 
“ Abhad Salamevan” (10th century), and is fairly legible. Only two sides of four are inscribed.** 


Mahagal-kanda.—One and a half mile from Rambapotana, in forest. The low hill stretches for 
over a quarter of a mile in a series of jumbled boulders piled ona rock base, forming on the lowest face 
several spacious natural caverns. Three or four have “drip-lines” cut above, and were evidently 
occupied by reclusesin former days. On thesummitare the remains of a Dagaba; and close toa galwala 
(water-hole) on the rock is an inscription (originally boldly cut), very weather-worn and fragmentary. 


Kivulekada-vewa.— Visited this large palu tank, long abandoned, on the boundary of the Maha- 
potana and Uddiyankulam Kéralés. It is known both as Adampand-vewa and Kivulékada-vewa. 
The tank lies six miles from Dutuvewa and four miles east of Palugollagama, the furthest inhabited 
village of Uddiyankulam Kéralé eastwards. 

The intake of the sluice and its bisdkotuwa are in fair order, though silted up ; the outlet is 
badly damaged. Theearthwork bund abuts south on to Mayilattéwa-hinna and at the north joins 
another low hill range known as Gurupas-kanda. Through the deep breach at this point in rainy 
season the Adappan-oya flows on to Papponkulama tank (abandoned), and thence finds its way into 
the Yan-oya. 

ic auenaaad which separates Mahapotana and Uddiyankulam Kéralés of Nuwarakalawiya 
from. Tamankaduwa is a long low hill range called by various names, butusually Na-hinna. From its 
eastern slopes descend the streams which go to feed the huge Kanthalai and Kawdella tanks. West- 
wards the waterfall is distributed by a spur range (Mayilattéwa-hinna),. 


Galmaduwa.—Ruins of a large ancient monastery, the whole now hidden beneath. densely 
tangled jungle.** 


Kanimaduwa.—A small temple, Dagaba, and a stone Buddha, with a demoniacal face, as 
restored in clay by some local sculptor !** 


* The local priests, without apparent justification, style it ‘‘ Bhdjana Stldwa” (xefectory). 

+ Miiller (Ancient Inscriptions), p. 79 and Plate 114. || Loe. cit., p. 8. 

{ Annual Report, 1890, p. 8. {| Annual Report, 1892, p. 8. aviv 
§ Annual Report, 1891, p, 8: ** Examined by Mr. Wickremasinghe in 1892. 
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Maha Kalegama-hinna,—Two miles from Galenbindunu-vewa. On the reach of flattish tock 
are clear signs of the former existence of a large monaster deghs Chakadaraka Vihare”—a breached 
Dagaba, pillars of a vihéré, and other sites of buildings. There is an inscription of eight lines (in reality 
two inscriptions) legible throughout.* The inscriptions belong to “Wasaba Raja” and his son, 
“Gamani Abaya” (Gaja Bahu I.).f 


Kuda Galenbindunu-vewa.—Here is a short inscription of King “ Abha Salamevan” (first 
year), cut on a semi-vertical rock near the tank.” 


Madawala.—Three short inscriptions at caves and on a rock. 


_ Yabbara-hinna.—On this small rock hill between Kalu-ebe and Kiriyagas-vewa is a roomy 
cavern, evidently once a viharé, with broken stone Budilhas, &c., lying about. 


Dambagaha-ulpota.—In deep forest a mile from the village is a gutted Dagaba mound and a 
large pillared ruin. 


Hurulu Dewale.—Situated two miles from Yakalla. This Déwdlé is, next to that at Minnériva, 
the most important in the Province. It dates traditionally from the time of Raja Sinha II. (A.p. 
1627-1679). 

ee Déwalé comprises three buildings, ashrine dedicated to Kataragam Deviyé, a second shrine 
for Pattini Deviyé, and the “ Kédagam mandapaya” between the two, with a pita-vidiya (procession 
path) round all. 

Interesting particulars were gleaned on the spot regarding the annual perahera, &e. 

By special permission the sanctuary of each Déwdlé was entered and photographs taken of the 
images of “ Kataragam Deviyé” (Kartikaya), his wives, and “ Gana Deviyé” (Ganesha). 


Hurulu-vewa.—One and a half mile from the avoavak? is the large breached Hurulu tank, 
paravent property of the Ulagalla family. 

The inner side of the bund is lined with several courses of breakwater rubble (relapana). A 
stream (Habarané-oya till it enters the tank, Yan-oya onwards) flows through the breach. The breach 
must have occurred (as in nearly every case with these large tanks) from a flood which the ancient 
sluices were not capable of passing off. 

The ruins of the low level sluice (meda-horowwa) still show its double conduits (nalal) intact 
for some distance in the centre of the breach. The earth embankment here joins a rocky ridge 
called Hurulu-hinna. 

The other sluice (goda-horowwa) is three quarters of a mile south and unbreached, but its 
bisdkotuwa is half filled with earth. 

A broad expanse of waving grass, with wooded clumps along the bed of the oya in its 
course through the tank, stretches back eastward from the bund. Immediately outside the 
embankment is swamp (vila), and below to the west the ancient vel (fields), but little of which 
can be now cultivated. 


Kavarakkulama.—On asmall outcrop of wooded rock called Tammanna-hinna is a short two-line 
inscription giving the name of the ancient temple (“ Rana Vihara”’) which probably stood near. 


Tammanna-gala.—An extensive rock, jungle buried, one mile from Uddiyankulama. An 
inscription of eight lines in fair order, and not earlier than the second or third century A.D. This 
records ancient names ot villages, some of which can be identified with their modern nomenclature. 

West of the inscription is the site of a large building. Cut in the rock, below its vertical face, 
isa curious cell, evidently for a tdpasa or recluse, arched semi-circularly at the entrance, 7 ft. by only 
4 ft. in height, but gradually rising to 6 ft., with a depth front to back of 5 ft. 6 in. only. On the 
summit of the voek is one of those unexplained large circles met with at Tamara-gala (Uddiyankulama 
Kéralé) and Velimahapotana (Kalpé Kéralé), measuring 14 ft. 6 in. in diameter.f There are beside 
gal-walawal (rock ponds) and other signs of former habitation. 


Manankattiya,—A thriving village with a magnificent far-reaching tract of rice fields—at least 
100 amunams irrigable land. Both the old sluices, with double nalal and bisdkotu, are in fair work-. 
ing order. At one are a central naga gala flanked by two slabs each carved with a single female 
figure.§ 


Wannankulama,—A rock patch two miles from Manankattiya. Rock cisterns and boundary 
stones, massive coping and landing slabs (recalling the “ two-room”’ buildings united by monolithic 
gangway at Veherabendi-gala)—all betoken the former existence of an ancient settlement. 


Sivalakulama.—Clusters of scattered pillars, one or two images, &c.; also a fine squared 
pillar once inscribed (letters very shallowly cut), but now hopelessly abraded. 


Pussellagama.—An abandoned village one mile from Sivalakulama. A small rough slab with 
a short inscription in large letters, belonging to the period-of comparatively few lithic records—fifth 
to ninth centuries. 


Puliyankulama.—A short pillar with a Tamil inscription half buried in the ground close to 
the hamlet. 


Hibuttugollewa Vihare.—A neat little cave temple built under a low rock hummock and 
recently restored in Kandyan style. Three or four images ; one of stone. One cave inscription. 


Kuttikulama,—Two caves; one with a single line record of seventeen letters. 


Eru-vewa,—Four miles down the pinpéra to Tirappana from the junction with the Galkulam- 
Galoya road. This, like Hurulu-vewa, is another large bi tank and also a nindagama of 
Nikavewa Ratémahatmaya of Ulugalla. 

‘Examined the meda-horowwa and its bisdkotuwa, both i in nearly perfect order. Abouta mile 
southward is the breach, through which a stream passes to unite with the Malwatu-oya near Tirappana.| 
The goda-horowwa (high level sluice) is close to the breach. At the exit of the goda-horowwa, lying 


4 Examined by Mr. Wickremasinghe in 1892. 

+ Miller (Ancient Inscriptions), p, 74. 

{ These may possibly have marked the sémd, or boundary limits, of the temple precincts. 

§ Cf. Talapatkulama (Annual Report, 1891, p. 8). 

|| Not far below the modern iron bridge across the Malwatu-oya is an ancient ruined stone bridge. 
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perdu, are slabs carved with figures of a dévi (goddess) and a seven-hooded cobra, very similar 
to those at Manankattiya. seed} 


Wannammaduwa,—A good tank, belonging to the estate of the old Ratémahatmayd, whose 
Walawwa at Ulagalla is within a mile. Close to the spill in low jungle are some ruins. A solitary 
boulder bears faint traces of a long inscription of the tenth century on one face ; on its opposite face 
is a well-carved cobra (in sunk-relief). Ata semi-circular pond on another rock near are cut another 
cobra and a single figure of a goddass. ‘ 


Sembukulama,—aA village of the Smith caste. High shallow caves under a rock range, and a 
single-line inscription. | 

Kusava,—aA village of Moors. At a rocky patch known as Parati-gala, half a mile north, are 
a dagaba and some other remains, but hopelessly buried in thick Euphorbia and scrub jungle. 


Niraviya.—Halt a mile from Orukmankulama, and near the minor road from Galkulama to 
Gal-oya. This site has some small structural ruins within boundaries, in plan and execution conform- 
ing to the simpler type seen at Anurddhapura.* 


Getula-Kanda Vihare.—A mile or more from Galkulama on the Minor road to Gal-oya. Therock 
temple (“ Talaguru Viharé”) is situated on a lower spur of the hill. There are two vihdrés of some 
interest, and a cave with inscriptions. ) 

The incumbent priest holds a copper sannasa granted by King Rajadhi Raja Sinha in Saka 1708 
(A.D. 1786), in which the temple is styled “ Buduruwdwa.” ‘ 


Kowssagama-kanda.—One and a half mile north-east of Maradankadawala. <A range of rocks, 
at no point more than 30 ft. high, with a series of shallow caves on the west. Beyond, a dagaba on 
a flat rock. Below this lies a cave (which served as the viharé) with a short record. 

Further south, cut on the flattish rock, the remains of an inscription of six lines, but very 
greatly worn in places, and damaged by treasure-seekers, Most of the letters are deeply incised and 
quite clear. “Jalukataka Vihara,” the ancient name of the temple, is to be read. 


Maradankadawala.—On the southern termination of the Maradankadawala-kanda range, across 
the tank, is an old “ Gal-viharé” (rock temple), very picturesquely situated beneath a line of boulders, 
not unlike Dambulla in miniature, There are two short cave inscriptions. 


Maminiya.—Examined the alleged site of the old sluices and bisékotuwa. The villagers had 
much to say regarding the ancient irrigation system, by which their tank was formerely fed. Two 
“ Yoda-elaval” enter this tank; one starts from Uluketa-vewa (abandoned) on the border of the 
Matalé District. 

About 200 yards north of the village in jungle are ruined remains of an ancient Buddhist 
temple—a dagaba, broken images, and a fallen pillar with rounded head. The pillar shows faint 
traces of 10th century writing, quite illegible. 


Muriyakadawala,—On “the Eastern Minor road,” between Ganéwalpola and Yakalla. Riti- 
gala-kanda towers grandly to the east, almost overshadowing the village. ; 
The only known ruin is an old dagaba, small, with octagonal stone kota (pinnacle) on a square 
maluwa. | 
* Aminichchiya.—A similar ancient dagaba, and some pillar stumps, &c. 


Pahala Ambatale.—A. small Kandyan-type temple, served by a monk of the Ramafia sect. 
An inscribed pillar, used as one of the viharé supports, bears an inscription of the 10th century. 
It belongs to King “Siri Sang Bo.” 


Labunoruwa-kanda.—The caves at Labunéruwa-kanda, a hill slightly north-west of the Ritigala 
range, were explored. At Demata-gala near are rock-cut steps and an inscription. 


Ritigala-Kanda, 


The thorough exploration from end to end of that very striking hill range Ritigala-kanda— 
the landmark par eacellence of Nuwarakalaviya as is Dimbuld-gala of Tamankaduwa—occupied a 
month. Beyond the sporadic visits of a few Government officials and one or two botanists to the 
highest peak (Ritigala proper) from Galapitagala on the eastern side along the only regular path, 
Ritigala-kanda has remained untrodden by Europeans. 

‘August 13 to 16.—Working from Muriyakadawala, the whole of the finely wooded western 
slopes of the Ritigala range (Nd-maluwa) and its north-west (Karambé-hinna) and south-west (Kudd- 
arambedda-hinna) spurs were examined. 

Nearly a score of caves (several bearing inscriptions) were discovered, besides rock records of 
early kings. 

Karambe-hinna,—Two caves (Nos, 1, 2) under one boulder, each with an inscription below 
its “ drip line.” 

Na-maluwa,—More than a mile south of Karambé-hinna caves, on the lower western slope 
of Mahd-kanda (one of Ritigala-kanda peaks), is a notable cave (No. 3) amidst rough, tumbled 
boulders and lesser rocks. The beetling rock, under which was built a viharé, rises some 40 feet to 
the katdré alone. The shrine was shut in by a brick wall, plaster coated, which tapers in thickness—a 
marked peculiarity of the ancient walls. Inside, partly buried in bats’ excreta, are several images, 
more or less worn, and all small. Six are of wood, not mere rough-hewn cores for after-fashioning 
with clay, but carved and originally painted. One standing figure with arms crossed above the 
breast recalls—magnis componere parva—the beautiful rock-cut statue of the mourning Ananda at 
’ Polonnaruwa. 

Near this cave commences a grove of magnificent nd-gas (Messua Ferrea), which stretches for 
nearly a mile along the western base of Ritigala-kanda to the caves situated at Kudd-arambedda-hinna 
onthesouth. These huge trees testify to the antiquity of the caves and ruins, and have given names to 
the tract (Nd-maluwa) and the hill stream (Nd-ulpota-ela) which flows through it. 

Slightly north of Kuda-arambedda-hinna caves occurs the site of the ancient monastery 
denoted by a ruined dégaba mound, another pillared mound, anda banked pokuna. Beyond this lie 
the caves. 


* Since cleared and occupied by monks of the Rémaiiia Nikdya from Hatidagala in Kunchuttu Kéralé. 
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Kuda-arambedda-hinna,—There are more than a dozen caves scattered among the boulders, 
mostly to the west of the ela. Six at least have inscriptions. 

On the top of the boulder, beneath which is cave No. 14, are cut four important inscriptions, 
confirming the “* Mahdwansa” record. One reads :—[La] jaka Tisa maharae vihara karavaya 
Abadaluka vavi saga dini. “The Maharaja Lajaka Tisa caused [this] viharé to be built [and] 
bestowed on the monks the Abadaluka tank.”* A second runs:—Gamani Abayi kubara saga 
dint. “[King] Gamani Abaya bestowed the [tract of] fields on the monks.” Ina third occurs the 
ancient name of Ritigala (“‘ Arita’’). 

These records of the first and second century B.C. belong to Lajji Tisa (119-109 B.c.) and his 
younger and more famous brother Wattagamani Abhaya (104-76 B.C.). 


August 17,—Cut our way along the summit of the Ritigala-kanda range from its extreme 
northern end (Ambaraveti-kanda) as far as the dip between the peaks known as Sitala (Awshada or Una) 
Kanda and Maha (or Thala) kanda, descending to “ Banda Pokuna” at the foot of the east slope of 
Ritigala itself. The jungle on the summit is. generally dense, stunted, and windblown. No ruins 
were discovered on these northern peaks. 


* Banda Pokuna,” August 18, 19.—Preliminary exploration of the ruins situated above 
“Banda Pokuna.” These all stand upon the terraces, slopes, and boulders immediately below the steep 
rise of the hill. 

The path to the trigonometrical station on Ritigala passes throagh the area of scattered ruins and. 
for some distance along an ancient serpentine paved way. The undergrowth is so thick that until 
cleared it is impossible to ascertain the number and relative situation of the many ruined sites, 

A hill stream on the right, about 300 or 400 yards north of the paved path, seems to mark the 
main limit of buildings on that side. Between it and a second e/a, still further north, three or 
four buildings were stumbled on; bui there may be more. There is comparatively little rock 
in this north area (A), most of the ruins rising from the ground itself, which is fairly level in places, 
with a general declination from west to east down the slope of the hill. 

Exploration of the ground to the south of the paved way (area B) was beset with greater 
difficulty and doubt. There are on this side two elawal not far from each other, both precipitous 
and rocky (at present quite dry), filled with heaped-up water-worn boulders and lesser rocks. Between 
these streams, and even on the rocks overhanging them, are built numberless stone-banked buildings. 
Some are single-roomed, but usually (as in the case of the ground-placed buildings of area A) consist 
of double (or even treble) rooms with connecting gangway slab and outer prakara where possible. The 
whole area is so sprinkled with boulders and rocks of every conceivable size and shape that nothing but 
avery systematic and close exploration can reveal all the ruins or bring them into connected order.f 

The three caves seen by Mr. Ridout in 1892 were found after much search, as well as the 
ruin (No. 26) with the single slab bridge over the e/a south of the paved path. This stream, 100 
yards or so further down, falls into the “ Banddé Pokuna,” now breached, but once, from its stone- 
facing and huge earth panks, capable of holding a large “head of water. 


Ritigala, August 20.—Ascended Ritigala, the hill on which is erected the Ot anata steel 
pile (Kodi- bendapu- kanda). Itis slightly higher than Deviyanné-kanda, Maha-kanda, and Sitala- 
kanda, successive peaks of the northern range, which are separated from it by a deep gorge. The path 
up trends gradually southwards towards “ Vével-tenna,” the high valley, lying between Ritigala and 
the somewhat lower eastern spur, parallel and connected, known as Andiya- kanda. Atthe entrance to 
“Vével-tenna” and two miles from the foot of the hill the steep part of the climb commences, terminat- 
ing at a small plateau, about 400 ft. below the trigonometrical pile. 

The wind-smitten zone begins atthe plateau, and from here the vegetation greatly resembled 
that of the summit of Sitala-kanda, but appeared less tangled and without bamboo. The position 

and lay of Andiya- kanda, on the east and south-east, and Kudd-arambedda-hinna, west and south- 
west, are well marked from the Ritigala peak. 


August 21 to 26.—Villagers cleared the whole of the ruins in areas A and B most thoroughly. 


Andiyakanda, August 28.—Examined the caves ‘at Andiyd- kanda, the east spur of Ritigala. 
There are a score or more, and all lie beneath boulders within a quarter of a ‘mile radius, but at different 
levels—the fall in some cases being steep. The caves, as a whole, are far the finest yet explored in the 
North-Central Province. 

Cave 19. A magnificent natural cavern formed by a long boulder rock, 56 ft. in height, which 
on the south resis on lower flattish rock, leaving an open space beneath, 96 ft. in length by 27 ft. wide, 
widening to about 50 ft. The cave fronts. N.E. and also 8.E., ‘where the roof ends in a = point. 
Under part of the cave are remains of a small brick and mud-built room. 

; Cave No. 10. A.detached boulder rock (nearly 80 yards in circuit), which overhangs on three 
sides. The shelter below was divided into at least four or five rooms for the Wanawdsa priests, who 
once occupied these caves. 

Of the twenty-one caves noted more than half have inscriptions, some of great palzographical 
interest. 

That of Cave No. 9is historically valuable : it isamong the few (like that at Dambulla) distinctly 
connected with a royal donor, one of the earliest kings. lt runs :—Devanapiya Maha Rajha Gamani 
Tisaha puta Devanapiya Tisa A[baha] lene agata anagata chadu disa sagasa lene. “ Cave of Tisa 
A [baya], beloved of the gods, nephew (Jit. son) of the great King, beloved of the gods, Gamini Tisa [is 
granted to} the monks from the four quarters, present and absent.” This record may well belong to 
Wattagamini Abaya (B.C. 104) and his uncle the great ruler Dutthagamini (161 B.c.). 


September 2:—Completed the examination of the northern portion of the Ritigala-kanda range from 
the point reached on the 17th, viz., the dip between .Sitala-kanda and Mahd-kanda. The ascent 
was not beset withso much difficulty as that of Ambardveti-kanda, except at one place, where the use 
of a rope proved essential, the hill face being bare.and precipitous for 50 yards or more. 


* Not improbably the modern Habadivul-vewa (Matombuwa Kéralé). 

+ Arranged to engage Sinhalese village labour to make a clean sweep of the undergrowth hiding the ruins and caves ; 
and ordered out a small force of Tamil coolies from Anurddahapura to excavate typical buildings, &c., of the group. Also sent 
for Mr. D. A. L. Perera, Head Draughtsman, to make drawings. 

t Journal, R.A.S. (0.B.), Vol. XII., No. 43, pp. 222-226. 
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Maha-kanda has two peaks—the northern and higher south-west of Sitala-kanda. 

Turning south we proceeded along the ridge of the summit by an easy descent into the marked 
depression between itand Deviyanné-kanda, the last peak of the northernrange. The south extremity 
of Deviyanné-kanda fronts the wooded foot and towering cliff of Ritigala. Asseen from here, directly 
Opposite across the gorge the bare cliff (rising sheer nearly 1,000 ft. from the forest below) justifies in 
full its ancient name Arittha pabbata, “Dread Rock.” . tod 

Progress along these hills was surprisingly easy; indeed at the dip the tall trees are almost free of 
undergrowth, and the ground green with ferns. The moist zone is certainly far less marked on 
Maha-kanda than on either Sitala-kanda or Ritigala, and the undergrowth less dense. Constant 
exposure to the strong winds that sweep the summit has rendered the trees curiously stunted. 
Branches spread laterally at an average height of not more than 10 or 12 ft. from the ground; and so. 
thick is the foliage that, viewed from any rock topping them, the appearance is a carpet of leaves. 
Most of the trees are small-leaved. , 


“ Vevel-tenna,” September 5.—Copied and photographed two inscriptions at “ Vével-tenna” (“ the 
cane plain”). One relates to “ Aritamahagama.” 

The ¢enna is the small hill-girt flat valley two miles up from “ Banda Pokuna,.” Not more 
than a quarter of a mile in breadth at its centre it narrows down at the south end; and here, and 
at the north, the descent is steep. In length it may be three-quarters of a mile, It is strewn with 
countless boulders, except about the centre, where the ground may have been anciently utilized fora 
ee temple. Tall trees afford a delightful shade,and the undergrowth is generally thin and free 
of thorns. 

' September 6.—Explored the four breached tanks lying immediately below the eastern slope of 
Ritigala-kanda—(i.) Aliyagalé-vewa to the north (bund small); (ii.) Unagasvewa (high broad bund, 
lined with relapana) ; (iii.) Timbirivewa (west of “ Bandd Pokuna;” fine cut-stone bund, stepped 
half way with relapdna) ;, (iv.) Madwatevewa (bund runs south-east for nearly a mile). None of 
these tanks have been surveyed. ; 

September 7.—Survey and examination of the ruins, streams, and tanks near “Banda Pokuna” 
completed. 

There are, besides half a dozen caves, at least fifty structures in all (including a Dagaba) 
belonging to this extensive isolated monastery. 

The largest buildings were constructed on plainly dressed, massive slab basements—duplicated 
rooms (sometimes three) united by gangways. Others rested on strangely radiating stone foundations. 

Its bold yet simple architecture stamps the site as very ancient, and with every probability as 
“the Lanka Viharé” constructed by Stra Tisa (247-237 B.c.) “at the foot of the Arittha mountain,”* 


Marakkala Ulpota, September 8,—Examined the caves on the south of Ritigala near Marakkala 
Ulpoia—a village inhabited by Moors—at the south-south-west termination of the Ritigala-kanda range, 

From Muriyakadawala had been explored caves of the north side of this low range, the long spur 
of Ritigala-kanda, to which the general name of Kudd-arambedda-hinna is given. At its south it 
unites with the lower western slopes of Ritigala by a saddle back. The Ulpotagama-caves may be 
said roughly to occupy the south side of this junction. ' 

Near the village tank is a mound, the site of a small dagaba. The approach to the caves is 
up a rocky stream, steep and difficult. This ela bifurcates, and the caves lie along, or in close 
proximity to, both its branches. 

There are thirteen caves in all: two or three have together seven or eight inscriptions above 
their brow. Cave No. 7 is lofty and spacious, and is marked by the katdré or “ drip-line” cut round 
three sides of an immense boulder. 


Galapitagala,—* Rock upon rock’”’—the appellation probably acquired from the small boulder 
which rests on slab rock near the tank. On this boulder is cut in cave character, “ Devagiri visare,” 
the name of the ancient temple. A ndga-gala (cobra-carved slab) and stone basin at the modern 
viharé are old-time work. 


Hittaragama-hinna.—A cluster of rocks and boulders one mile from Ganéwalpola, There are 
Seven caves, all lying in close proximity, and all but one bearing inscriptions. 


From Galapitagala paid a flying visit to Tépavewa in Tamankaduwa in order to get a first general 
notion of the ruins of Polonnaruwa, and the extent and nature of the work in prospect within a few 
years. 

Minneriya,—Passed through this magnificent tank, just now affording pasture to thousands of 
cattle. Examined the three ancient sluices ‘Two are blocked. 

On the bund there is a collection of stone images, not one unbroken, at a site known as 
“ Veda-inda Mdligawa,’t popularly connected with King Maha Sen (277-304 a.D.), whose adventures 
in the neighbouring country under the sobriquet of “ Hat Rajuruwd” are still recited in ballads. 

Three other small sites, also on the tank bund, are covered with earthenware pots, resembling 
the finials (kot) of Buddhist viharés and déwalés. All these sites are held in much awe, and not 

‘a villager would dare to touch anything, or to approach the images closely. 

The Minnéri Déwalé isancient and hallowed. It contains a brass image of “ Hat Rajuruwoé” 

and interesting sacred insignia, said to have been presented by “ Ra Sin Déviyd” (Raja Sinha I1.). 


Polonnaruwa.. 


Spent two days inspecting the ruins of Polonnaruwa, the modern Tépavewa. 

Under the guidance of the Revenue Officer (Mr. G. Jayawardana) examined the so-called “Radja 
Médligdwa,” “ Kuméra Pokuna,” “Hira-gé,” “ Daladé Mdligawa,” “ Thipardma,” “Wata-da-gé,” 
“ Heta-da-gé,” “Sat-mahal Prasada,” and “ Vishnu Dévalé.” 

Thence to “ Rankot Vehera,” “ Jétawanéréma,” “ Kiri Vehera,” the rock-cut “ Gal Viharé,” 
and—a mile further on—the“ Demala Maha Seya,” where are wall paintings now almost obliterated 
by the action of the weather. ' 


* Mahdwansa, XXI. 

+ The figures were in such disorder that a day was devoted to setting them up straight and replacing broken members. 
Care was taken to preserve, as far as could be gathered, their original position, They are popularly supposed to represent ‘King 
Maha Sen, his wives, and ministers. . 
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Returning saw the “ Nayipenna Vihdré,’ a misnomer (asare very many of the modern names for 
the ¢hief buildings), the ruin having obviously been a Hindu shrine, 

The contrast between the massive brick and mortar buildings of Polonnaruwa and the endless 
stone pillars at Anurddhapura is exceedingly marked. 

The main ruins were examined carefully with a view to operations here at a future date. General 
observations recorded :— 


(1) The extent of the ruins of Polonnaruwa ¢an be but approximately gauged, the jungle 
having been cleared only round individual structures or groups of ruins. Felling 
and burning of a wide area of jungle undergrowth is essential. 

(2) The large Dagabas and main buildings should be freed of destructive vegetation, which 
is steadily penetrating them more deeply year by year.* 

(3) Many of the ruined buildings being constructed of brick and hard mortar with walls 
of great thickness, the time and labour spent on clearing the débris must exceed 
the tale for similar work at the older and less massive ruins of Anuradhapura. 

(4) The most characteristic examples of Polonnaruwa architecture should be preserved 
from further decay and ruin, and restoration undertaken where justified—not a 
difficult undertaking with proper appliances—without delay. 

(5) Impressions of all known inscriptions should be obtained as soon as possible. 


Dumbutulu-vewa,—From Tépdavewa visited the large abandoned tank Dumbutulu-vewa, four 
miles south of Tépavewa. The bund of this tank (or rather succession of tanks served by the single 
vé-kanda or bund) is said to run for ten miles until it strikes the Amban-ganga. 

On the bund are three short pillars inscribed on two sides with the Padaviya record of Parak- 
rama Bahu I.,t the third side giving the tank name. The pillars are distant from each other about 
half a mile or more, and are the 4th, 5th, and 6th of a series, of which the rest are missing. 

On the way photographed the rock-hewn figure popularly dubbed King Pardkrama Bahu. 
The statue rests its back against the rock from which it is cut, and stands about 100 yards below the 
bund of Tépavewa tank, not far from the goda-horowwa (high-level sluice). 

Habarane.—Copied and photographed the long rock inscription on the extensive galpota, 
a quarter mile from the Resthouse. There is a ruined Dagaba near. 


Ranawa.—Down the Madaétugama-Andiydgala pinpdra. Uxamined the fine vase-topped 
octagonal stone pillar (inscribed on all eight sides) which stands in midway on the road. Owing 
to the letters being small and greatly worn the inscription has never been read. A good deal of 
the record is perhaps past reading. 

The inscription belongs to the twelfth year of “ Abha Salamevan,” probably Dapulu V. 
Confirmation is afforded by the fragments of a broken pillar lying near the Dagaba, on which the 
name of “ Abhd Salamevan” and his father “ Siri Sang Bo” (Sena II.) oceur. The ancient Dagaba 
is small, 

Wanasinha Vihare.—This is one of the few temples of some note in the North-Central Province. 
The temple premises lie on the further side of a small rock ridge. Therelative positions of the gal 
vihéré (shrine under the rock), a modern tiled bana-gé in front and the pansala beyond, closely 
follow the arrangement at Viharé Halmilléwa (Kunchuttu Koralé). 

The temple stands on a double banked terrace with a stone stairway leading direct up from 
the bana-gé. About 100 yards beyond the pansala and dagaba on the rock ridge is a single cave— 
evidently the site of the ancient viharé from the brick débris, pillar stumps, &c. A short eight-letter 
inscription is cut below the katdré, Above the present viharé cave are also two inscriptions, one 
below, the other above, the drip-line. The first cannot be read for the tiled roof ; the other consists 
of nine letters in later cave character. 

At the pansala the priests carefully preserve a thin silver pdira (begging bowl) which they 
allege was bestowed by one of the later Kandyan Kings. 


Buduge-kanda.—This hinna is close to the Andiyagala-Galéwala minor road. In reality it 
consists of two adjoining hills, There are only caves at the larger. 

The rock face (which overhangs sufliciently to afford shelter when improved by some 
scooping and “‘drip-lines”) risesatleast70ft. The whole frontage, a stretch of 100 yards and more, was 
evidently formerly divided into three separate caves. The largest formed the viharé, which was walled 
in with two entrances in front. It contains broken images. Three inscriptions exist, the longest 
much weathered. The site had some importance in old days. 

Usgollewa,—An abandoned village five miles south of Andiyagala. On an extensive rock 
outcrop stands a small dagaba in fair preservation, within a double-terraced quadrangle. The dagaba 
is of the stepped kind seen at Palbendiydwa, Wanasinha Vihdré, Habarane, &c. The octagonal stone 
kota lies near, and there are some old s7i-patul altar stones. 

Below the rock are remains—the ancient temple buildings—within a wall of brick and stone. 

Close by is an inscribed pillarslab. This is unique in two respects : the writing runs vertically 
up the front and side faces of the slab from bottom to top; the upper face of the front face bears a 
shallowly covered vase. The inscription is of the period of that on the parapet slabs of the so-called 
“Bhojana Sdldéva” at Mihintalé. It is dated in the fifth year of the reign of King “A bhaya Salamevan.” 


Kahalla.—The Kahalla Dévdlé is of local importance. It is sacred to five deviyd and two 
dévatdéve, all subject to “ Hat Rajuruwo.” 


Ambareliya,—Onthe Andiyagala-Kalavewa road. A modernized Buddhist temple with ddgaba, 
bé tree, and pansala at the site of an ancient vihdré. A few remains of old stone carvings; and a 
worn inscription on the galpota behind the premises. 


Tammanna-gala.—Near Balaluvewa. Short pillar-slab inscription of the 10th century. 
Pinnava,—At Kimbuldgala, a flat rock, there is a worn inscription. 


* There is a small annual grant.(Rs. 150) for this special object ; but it is insufficient. 
+ Archeological Survey Seventh Report (Sessional Paper XIII,, 1896, :p. 63). 
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5.—TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY. 


_In March, owing to repeated attacks of fever, Mr, T. N. Young was temporarily transferred from 
Anurddhapura to Mannar. | 


The field work done by Mr. Young during the quarter covered— 
(i.) Survey of the ruins excavated at Abhayagiriya (Section IV.). 
(ii.) Re-survey of the “ Tamil Ruins” after excavation. 


. (iii.) Survey of the “Yéda-ela” from the Haélpanu-ela as far north as Halmillakulama— 
a@ winding course of nearly four miles. 


(iv.) Contourof the high ground (some three miles in cireumference) between the “ Y Road ” 
and the Outer Circular Road to the east. Within this area probably lay the Citadel 
or “ Royal Enclosure” containing the King’s Palace and appurtenant buildings. 

(v.) Demarcation of the area of ruins grouped round Abhayagiri Dagaba to be conserved 
by the Crown. 
6.—CONSERVATION OF RUINS. 
Abhayagiriya Area. 

The excavation of the ruins around Abhayagiri Dagaba having advanced sufficiently to allow 
of their furthermost limit on all sides being fixed with close approximation, the question was mooted 
of Government action towards definitely conserving the entire area. 4 

Much of the land embraced therein has passed into private hands. Fences are being run up, 
and large trees felled, to the inevitable destruction of picturesqueness and shade. It is highly 
advisable that the Government should step in without delay to conserve these ruins for the benefit of 
the public.* 

7.—EPIGRAPHICAL WORK. 


As the result of representation, B. Gunasékara, Mudaliydr, Chief Translator to Government, has 
been appointed to edit the many new inscriptions discovered in the North-Central Province since 
1890. The aid of so sound a scholar cannot but prove very advantageous to the Epigraphical Branch 
of the Archeological Survey. 

Tracings of inscriptions “ eye-copied” by the Archeological Commissioner, accompanied with 
proposed readings of the texts, and, where possible, by photographs, have been sent to the Mudaliyar. 

It is proposed to issue at first mere provisional summaries of the inscriptions, pending the 
means of securing ink estampages. The Government of Madras has been solicited to lend the services 
of a native (trained by Dr. E. Hultzch, Epigraphist to the Madras Government) capable of explaining 
the process as practised in India. 


Inscriptions, 
Examined during 1893. 


No. Koralé. | Village. | Site. Class, King. Year. Remarks. 
Nuwarakalaviya. 
1 | Nuwaragam { Anurddhapura_...| Abhayagiriya ...| Copper plate — — | NAgari, 10th 
century 
2 3 do. ree do. ...| Pillar slab _ — | 8rd, 4th centuries 
A.D. 
38 inte re do. ..| Tamil ruins... ot ee = — | Tamil 
4 1h aoe do. ay do. ats OSs 3 _ — do. 
5 Gy S55 do. oe do. e.| Slab “ i — do. 
6 | Kanadara ...| Mihintalé ...| Mandapaya _...| Pillar — — | 10th century 
7 tI Fc yaa do. ...| Rajagirilena —...| Slab -— — | Nagari, 10th 
century 
Do. _...| Puwarasankulama a Rock ..| Abaya ye ae a 
9-11} Mahapotaéné| Bambarahela __...) Bambarahela- Caves Ame _ _— — 
kanda 
12 Do. _...| Olugolléw 2 — Pillar ...| Abh4 Salamewan| 9th | 10th century 
13 bt eh do. ...| Mahagalkanda ...| Cave ee — = ~_ 
14 Delo. do. vF do. ...| Rock ay _ — |Early centuries 
A.D. / 
15 | Uddiyan- Tlukvewa ve — Pillar ay — — |Fragment. 10th 
kulam _| century .-.;. 
16 Oss... do. ...| Véragala ..-| Rock he — — |Early centuries 
A.D. 
17 Do. _ ...| Dutuvewa Wie a Pillar Ap (?) «| (?) | 10thcentury . > . 
18 Do. _ ..,|Galenbindunu-vewa| Maha Kalégama-| Rock .»| [Wa]saba «| — | Wasabha. (66,to 
hinna 110 A.D.) . 
19 1 8 Ys aha oe do. vas do. es do. ...|Gamini Aba ...) — | Gaj& Bahu L., 
' 113 to 135 a.p. 
20 Do. _...| Aspaydbendi-vewa os Pillar ne —_ — | Fragments. 10th 
century 
21 Do. .,.| Kuda Galenbindu- — Rock ...| Abhé Salamewan| 1st | 9th or 10th cen- 
nu-vewa tur 
22 Do. ...| Kavarakkulama ...| Tammand-hinna DOs. 006 — — |Early centuries 
A.D. 
23 a — Tammannagala Abele ones — — do. 
24 | Ulagalla ...| Sivalakulama ... _ Pillar ee (?) «| (2?) | 10th century 
25 Ge iss! do. tes — Slab bie — — | Early centuries | 
26 Do. _...| Pusellagama ans _ Pillar-slab — — | 5th to 6th cen- 
turies A.D. 
27 Do. ...| Puliyankulama ... — Pillar a Tamil 
- 28 Do. ...| Kuttikulama se — Cave ok —_ — ne 
29 Do. — Hibbutugolléwa do. —_ ann — 
; Vihare 


* Archxological Commissioner to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, No. 110 of May 31, 1893. 
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No. Kéralé. Village. Site. Class. King. Year. Remarks. 
30 | Ulagalla ...| Ulagalla Me — Pillar-slab _- — | Early 10th cen- 
tury 
31 Do. ...| Wannammaduwa... — Rock ee ~— — | 10th century 
32 Do. _ ...| Sembukulama : “= Cave sos — — | Early 
33-35 Do... | Galkulama .. | Getuld-kanda ...) Caves he _ — — 
36 DOs Sst do. Aa do. ...| Copper san- | Rajadhi Raja| — | Saka 1708 (1786 
j nasa Sinha A.D.) 
37 Do. ...| Pahala Ambatalé — Pillar ...| Siri Saig Bo ...| (?) | 10th century 
38 Do. ...| Labunéruwa i — Cave ro — — | Early 
39 hy Ree do. .... Dematagala _...| Rock pee] — Karly centuries 
A.D. 
40-43 Dor ..s — Ritigala-kandaW.| Caves a — — | Early 
(Karambé hin- 
na) 
44 3 per — do. ...| Rock ...| [La]jaka Tisa ...) — |Lajji Tisa, 119 to 
9 B.C. 
45 DG wha — do. va do. _...| Lajaka Tisa ...) — do. 
46 LN Ss Sarees — do. dee do. _...| Gamani Abaya.... — | Wattaégdmini 
Abhaya 
47-53 cE Ty ee mae Ritigala-kanda | Caves at — — | Early 
W. (Kuda-ara- 
bedda-hinna) 
54 | Maminiya... — Kossagamakanda| Cave tes — — | Early 
55 M0. 3 lass — do. ...| Rock Sie — — | Early centuries 
A.D. 
56 Do. ...| Maminiy4 ae — Pillar bie (?) (?) | 10th century 
57-58 Do. Maradankadawala | Gal-vihdre ...| Cave er — — | Early 
59-60 | Matombuwa| Madawala a — By. Wy. — — do. 
61 DO ask do. ae _ Rock ss — — do. 
62 Do. _...| Habarane sss — Gon as —_ — | Early centuries 
A.D 
63 Do. _...| Galapitagala : -- ae oe — — | Early 
64 TP ex — Ritigala-kanda | Cave oan _— — do. 
: East 
65 GE t —_ Ritigala-kanda BOTS | nse — — | Early centuries 
( Véveltenna) A.D. 
66 DG. 8k — do. ...| Rock yee — - do. 
67-79 BG... 55k ae Ritigala-kanda S.) Caves ots -- — | Harly 
E.(Andiydkanda) 
80-87 Do. _...| Marakkala Ulpota | Ritigala-kanda 8 dG... “ers — — do. 
88-94 TB Ati hes — Hittaragama- don > cnes — — | Early centuries 
hinna A.D. 
95 | Kiralawa ...| Ranawa os — Pillar ...| Abha Salamewan| 12th | Dapulu V. (940- 
952>A.D:) 
96 Ls ee do. ; _— do. _...| Abha Salamewan| — Fragments 
97-98 BS ie — Budugé-kanda ...| Caves Sas _ — j|Early, and a.p. 
hu Do. _ ...| Usgolléwa ‘ — Pillar slab | Abha Salamewan!| 5th | 9th century 
100 | Unduriwa...| ~ — Ambareliya ...| Rock bs — — |Early centuries 
A.D. 
101 HOE see — Balaluvewa _...| Pillar AE en — | 10th century 
102 ° Do. _...| Pinnawa ...| Kimbulagala ...| Rock “ae — — | Early centuries 
A.D. 
103-5 Do. _ ...| Ulpotagama ...| Wanasinha Vihéré| Caves Ny — — | Early 
Tammankaduwa. 
106 | Sinhala Pat-| Minnériya ils o Slab ve — — | 10th century 
tuwa 
107-9| Meda Pat-| Dumbutuluvewa ... — Pillar ..., Parakrama Bahu) — | Pardkrama 
tuwa Bahu I. (1164 to 
1197 a.D.) 


8.—KEGALLA DISTRICT. 


Upon the recommendation of the Archeological Commissioner the Government remitted to the 
Assistant Government Agent, Kégalla, a sum of Rs. 500 on account of additional Archeological 
Research in the Kégalla District. Out of this sum only a sum of Rs. 104°78 was spent. 

The further excavation of Pérddeni Nuwara,* in Beligal Kéralé, was the first work under- 
taken. Nothing worthy of note came to light. 

The extended clearing of Beligala Rockt was next taken up. <A few copper coins, iron nails, 
pottery, &c., were found.{ 

9.—STAFF. 


Mr. D. M. de Z. Wickremasinghe severed his connection with the Archeological Survey from 
February 28 in order to proceed to Erlangen University and fit himself for advanced philological 
research. Hisloss has been much felt by the Department, to which he rendered very valuable service, 
at the expense of his health. 

Mr. G. Hawkins was appointed Field Assistant from March 1. After eight months’ service he 
obtained a transfer to the Irrigation Department. 

Mr. W. A. Speldewinde served as Third Draughtsman from April to the end of September. 


H. C. P. BELL, 
Archxological Commissioner. 


* Archeological Survey, Kégalla District (Sessional Paper XIX., 1892, p. 24). t Loe. cit. pp. 25-27. 
{ Archeological Survey, Kégalla District (Sessional Paper XX., 1894). 
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